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author| natalie babbitt
Natalie Babbitt (1932–2016) is the Natalie Babbitt (1932–2016) is the award-winning author of the modern classic Tuck Everlasting, published in 
1975, and many other brilliantly original books for young people. As the mother of three children, she began her 
career in 1966 by illustrating The Forty-Ninth Magician, written by her husband, Samuel Babbitt. She soon tried 
her own hand at writing, publishing two picture books in verse. Her first novel, The Search for Delicious, was pub-
lished in 1969 and established her reputation for creating magical tales with profound meaning. Kneeknock Rise 
earned Babbitt a Newbery Honor in 1971, and she went on to write and illustrate many more picture books, 
stostory collections, and novels. She also illustrated the five volumes in the Small Poems series by Valerie Worth. In 
2002, Tuck Everlasting was adapted into a major motion picture and in 2016, a musical version premiered on 
Broadway. Born and raised in Ohio, Natalie Babbitt lived her adult life in the Northeast.
https://us.macmillan.com/author/nataliebabbitt/

PLAYWRIGHTs| tim federle
Tim Federle is an award-winning screenwriter, novelist, and playwright. Tim’s recent projects include co-writing 
the Broadway musical adaptation of Tuck Everlasting and the Golden Globe and Academy Award-nominated Best 
Animated Feature Ferdinand, for which he won the Humanitas Prize. His novels include the New York Times 
Notable Book Better Nate Than Ever and its Lambda-winning sequel, Five, Six, Seven, Nate! Tim’s hit series of 
cocktail recipe books, including Tequila Mockingbird, have sold over half a million copies worldwide. A former 
Broadway dancer, Tim was born in San Francisco, grew up in Pittsburgh, and now divides his time between New 
York and the internet (@TimYork and the internet (@TimFederle). He proudly serves on the boards of Rosie’s Theater Kids and the 
National Coalition Against Censorship, and is a nominator for the Tony Awards.
https://www.samuelfrench.com/a/117588/tim-federle

PLAYWRIGHTs| Claudia shear
Claudia Shear burst onto the New York stage in 1994 with her autobiographical solo show Blown Sideways 
Through Life. The Brooklyn-born writer and actress regaled audiences with a hilarious and poignant account of 
her previous 64 attempts of making it in the workplace. Blown Sideways enjoyed an extended run Off Broadway 
and was turned into a movie. Shear won an Obie Award, Special Citation, and a 1994 Drama Desk Award 
nomination for Outstanding Solo Performance. Shear followed up with Dirty Blonde, a play about and inspired by 
Mae West, which ran for a year on Broadway and then toured for another. She earned Tony and Drama Desk 
AwaAward nominations for both Best Play and Best Actress and won the Theatre World Award. Shear's acting 
credits include the films It Could Happen to You (1994), Living Out Loud (1998), and a guest appearance as "fake 
Monica" on the NBC sitcom Friends in 1995. Her play Restoration was originally commissioned in 2007 by 
Christopher Ashley (who also directed Blown Sideways) for the La Jolla Playhouse. Shear co-wrote the book for 
Tuck Everlasting. The musical premiered at the Alliance Theatre, Atlanta, (2015) and on Broadway (2016). 
https://www.slantmagazine.com/features/restoring-beauty-an-interview-with-claudia-shear/
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