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author| melinda long
Melinda began her writing caMelinda began her writing career on a rainy day when she was six. Her mother, tired of hearing how bored 
Melinda was, told her to write a story about Yogi Bear and friends. She even gave Melinda a typewriter to use. It 
was so much fun, Melinda just kept writing. Now it is one of her favorite things to do. Melinda lives in South 
Carolina not far from two pirate hangouts. She enjoys reading, acting, and visiting schools to talk to kids about 
writing. If you'd like to have her visit your school, you can email her at melindalongbooks@gmail.com for 
information on availability and pricing.
Source: https://www.melindalong.com/bio

illustrillustrator| david shannon
DDavid Shannon has always been an artist. At the age of five, he wrote and illustrated his first book. Many years 
later, his mother sent it to him and Shannon was inspired to write and illustrate his now-classic bestseller and 
Caldecott Honor Book No, David! In 1993, Shannon published How Georgie Radbourn Saved Baseball, the first 
book he wrote as an adult. Since then, he has written and illustrated numerous award-winning, bestselling 
books, including A Bad Case of Stripes; Alice the Fairy; The Rain Came Down; How I Became a Pirate and three more 
picture books featuring David: David Gets in Trouble; David Goes to School; and most recently, It’s Christmas, David! 
Shannon gShannon grew up in Spokane, Washington. He graduated from Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, 
California, and then moved to New York City. His illustrations have appeared in a wide variety of publications 
including The New York Times, Time and Rolling Stone. 
Source: https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/authors/david-shannon/

PLAYWRIGHT, composer, and lyricist| janet yates voght
Janet Yates Vogt has been a writer, composer, and lyricist all her life. A pivotal moment happened when her 
writing partner, Mark Friedman, called the CCM placement service looking for a keyboard player for his band 
— Janet auditioned, was hired by Mark, and a fruitful partnership began. Both inspired each other to compose, 
and together they are known nationally and internationally not only for their musical theatre works, but also 
for their numerous publications in many different musical genres, including vocal music for children and choral 
works for adults. In 2005, both she and her partner, Mark, were named National Music Educators of the Year. 
Janet and MarkJanet and Mark’s extremely popular musical adaptation of Melinda Long’s best-selling children’s book How I 
Became a Pirate was commissioned by First Stage (Milwaukee) in 2008 and has been rollicking its way across 
many stages, including Cape Rep, the Des Moines Playhouse, Riverside Theatre, Children’s Theatre of Cincinnati, 
and Orlando Repertory Theatre (Orlando REP). Orlando REP also produced The Amazing Adventures of Merlin 
by Janet and Mark in 2014. 
Source: https://www.theatricalrights.com/author/janet-yates-vogt/
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PLAYWRIGHT, composer, and lyricist| mark friedman
PlPlaywright, composer, and lyricist Mark Friedman fell in love with musicals as a kid growing up in the Midwest 
and even built his own theatre in the basement of his home. Mark graduated from the University of Cincinnati 
with a degree in Education and a Master of Arts. After college, he produced free Shakespeare in the Park in 
Cincinnati; created a family-friendly theatre called Peanut Butter Theatre, helped launch the acclaimed Artreach 
Touring Theatre, and toured the country himself with The Fountain Square Fools. He taught drama and 
playwriting at high school and collegiate levels and was a featured faculty member at the Tennessee Arts 
AcadeAcademy in Nashville. Mark and collaborator, Janet Vogt, have written many successful musicals together. Their 
TRW licensed adult bio-musical Tenderly: The Rosemary Clooney Musical has enjoyed rave reviews across the US 
and in London. Their TRW/TYA titles include: How I Became a Pirate; Alice in Wonderland; Sleepy Hollow: A Musical 
Tale; Anne of Green Gables, Jingle Arrgh the Way; The Amazing Adventures of Merlin; Snow White and the Prince, and 
Sherlock Holmes and the Mystery of the Crown Jewel – all playing worldwide. Grateful for his theatre success, Mark 
still considers his best productions to be his children, Emily and Christopher, both NYU graduates living and 
wworking in NYC in film and television. 
Source: https://www.theatricalrights.com/author/mark-friedman/
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pre-show discussion questions

We are excited to welcome you to Orlando Repertory Theatre to see our production of How I Became a 
Pirate. Orlando Repertory Theatre produces six professional shows a year, which means we bring in 
professional designers, build our own sets, construct original costumes, rehearse, and perform plays all the 
way from the pages of a script to the stage. You will see professional actors tell this story, but know there 
were many creative individuals who collaborated to bring the production to life.

The The following conversation starters will help you think about the themes in How I Became a Pirate, as well 
as make some predictions about the production itself. Discuss the following before you join us at the 
theatre. 

1. Imagine you are playing by yourself outside and a group of pirates appear. How would you react? Would 
you want to join them on an adventure? Why or why not?
 
22. How I Became a Pirate takes place on a pirate ship out on the open ocean. What are three things you 
would need to pack if you were going to travel out to sea? Why?

3. How I Became a Pirate is based on a popular picture book. The illustrator supports the author by helping 
to tell the story through art. Before we even open the book, we can make predictions about the story and 
characters. Based on the title alone, what do you think the story will be about and why? Illustrate your own 
book cover for the title, How I Became a Pirate. Share your pictures with your classmates. Discuss the 
similarities and differences between your illustrations. 

StandaStandards: LAFS.K-5.RL.1.1, LAFS.K-5.RL.1.2, LAFS.K-5.RL.1.3
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post-show discussion questions

We hope you enjoyed Orlando Repertory Theatre’s production of How I Became a Pirate. Discuss the 
following questions after attending the performance. 

1. What did you notice when you first entered the theatre? Describe the stage.

22. How I Became a Pirate takes place on a beach, open ocean, and Jeremy Jacob’s backyard. Did the set and 
scenery help to establish the show’s location? What specific things did you notice about the set and stage 
lights: color, shape, and texture? Did you notice anything about the set or lights that you thought was 
unique?

3. How I Became a Pirate tells the story of a group of pirates who land on North Beach. What did you notice 
about their costumes? Discuss the similarities and differences to the clothes people where today. 

44. What was How I Became a Pirate about? Describe the beginning, middle, and end. What was the climax of 
the story? Why? If you had to summarize the play in one sentence, what would it be?

5. Which character do you relate to the most? Why? What words describe that character?

6. What did Jeremy learn about himself in this story? What was the moral or lesson?

7. What did you notice about the actors and their performances? How did they use their voices and bodies 
to bring characters to life?

StandaStandards: LAFS.K-5.RL.1.1, LAFS.K-5.RL.1.2 , LAFS.K-5.RL.1.3, LAFS.K-5.RL.2.6, LAFS.K-5.RI.1.2, TH.K.C.2.1 
, TH.K.C.3.2, TH.1.C.2.2, TH.1.S.3.2, TH.2.O.2.1, TH.3.C.1.2, TH.3.C.2.2, TH.3.O.2.1, TH.3.O.1.2, TH.3.S.1.3, 
TH.3.S.3.3, TH.4.O.1.1, TH.4.C.3.1, TH.4.S.1.1, TH.4.S.1.3, TH.4.S.3.3, TH.5.O.1.1, TH.5.O.1.3, TH.5.O.3.1, 
TH.5.S.1.3, TH.5.S.3.3, TH.68.O.1.2, TH.68.S.2.3, TH.68.H.1.5
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